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principle of interpretation is illustrated that applies equally well to pas- 
sages in the Acts referring to the same subject. Its general acceptance 
may be confidently anticipated, though not as coming at once. Such 
acceptance will remove grave difficulties that have perplexed many 
candid students of the gospels, and will safeguard the church against 
the recurrence of some of the most mischievous fanaticisms that have 

darkened her history. 

B. F. Hayes. 
Cobb Divinity School, 
Lewiston, Me. 

Typical New Testament Conversions. By Frederick A. Noble, 
D.D., LL.D., Pastor Union Park Congregational Church, 
Chicago. Chicago: F. H. Revell Co., 1901. Pp. 326. 
$1, net. 

This is a book of sermons preached by one of the most honored 
pastors of Chicago. They are not intended for a critical audience. 
The author tries to avoid " the extremes to which men will go with 
their nice, technical scholarship and their captious criticisms" (p. 43). 
He tells us in one of the discourses that "the commentators and critics 
have almost all of them broken their necks in trying to vault over the 
difficulties with which they have hedged this passage about" (p. 71). 
He gives evidence of a reasonably wide range of reading, and of care- 
ful preparation for his public utterances; but he addresses himself to the 
rank and file of the church membership, and if the average man in the 
pew is not helped by these sermons, they have missed their aim. The 
average layman ought to be helped by them. And any pastor who is 
holding revival meetings or is interested in direct evangelistic appeals 
will find the sermons in this book very suggestive. 

They treat of the conversions of Matthew, Bartimaeus, Lydia, Zac- 
chseus, Timothy, Sergius Paulus, Cornelius, Nicodemus, Saul, the 
woman at the well, the Philippian jailor, the man born blind, the 
Ethiopian treasurer, the woman who was a sinner, the malefactor on 
the cross, and the multitude at Pentecost. They aim to show that 
these typical cases of conversion in the New Testament times prove an 
almost infinite variety in the method of the divine operation upon the 
human soul. All do not begin the Christian life in the same way. It 
is a message of warning to those leaders who would have everyone's 
experience conform to their own, and of comfort to those whose per- 
sonal experience seems to them so peculiar as possibly to be open to 
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some question. " The real question is whether one has had an experi- 
ence which has taken him out of sin and the love of sin into the faith 
and fellowship of the Son of God" (p. n). 

The book is marred by an unusual number of oversights in proof- 
reading, such as: "The Wise Men brought their treasurers of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh" (p. 24); "Elisha with his cruise of salt" (p. 
31); the title " Lady of Thyatira" (p. 51); "the crowing triumph of 
patience" (p. 106); "a career of wordliness" (p. 132); "the dismal 
straightnesses and agonies" (p. 184); "hailing men and women to 
prison" (p. 278). Other examples almost as bad may be noticed on 
pp. 25, 81, 136, 199, 222, 223, 245, 268, and 315. Twice on p. 217 
Cornelius instead of Peter is located at Joppa. 

Those interested in practical sermonic literature will find here a 
volume calculated both to please and to instruct. It will be useful as 
long as revivals are being held and human hearts are asking for help 
to find their way to God. 

D. A. Hayes. 

Garrett Biblical Institute, 
Evanston, 111. 



New Wine Skins. Present Day Problems. [Lectures delivered 
before the Maine Ministers' Institute, at Cobb Divinity 
School.] Edited by Professor A. W. Anthony. Boston : 
Morning Star Publishing House, 1901. Pp. 302. $1.50. 

In the ten lectures which this volume contains we have an interest- 
ing and able exposition of biblical Christianity as applied to the prob- 
lems of modern life. Dr. J. H. W. Stuckenberg furnishes three of the 
lectures, upon "The Meaning and Scope of Sociology," "The Nature 
of Society," and "The Social Forces." A fourth lecture is by Profes- 
sor F. C. Robinson, of Bowdoin College, upon "Science and Religion." 
The fifth is by Rev. C. S. Patton, upon " Herbert Spencer and the 
Christian Faith." Then follow two lectures upon " Biblical Interpre- 
tation," the first by Rev. A. T. Salley, D.D., who discusses " The 
Advantages of the Historical Method of Studying the Old Testa- 
ment ; " the second, by Professor A. W. Anthony, upon " The Frame- 
work of the New Testament Evangel." The remaining three lectures 
deal with practical Christian work, and are contributed by Rev. C. S. 
Patton, on "The Minister's Personality and Methods;" by Professor 
B. F. Hayes, D.D., on " Modern Methods of Evangelization ; " and by 
Rev. C. M. Sheldon, on "Opportunities before the Church Today." 



